
              The Dove 

May 21st, 2023 

DUNCAN UNITED CHURCH 

A warm Duncan United Church welcome to all! We hope that      
you will find our celebration of worship a meaningful part of your 
spiritual journey. If we can provide any information or do anything 
to assist you, please let us know.   

 
 

 

 

                                Rev. Greg Darjes- Minister  
 Linda Evans – Administration & Outreach Co-ordinator 

Sarah Prestwich – Sunday Journey & Youth Co-ordinator 
Connie Masson – Music Director 

Peter Gray– Custodian 
Church office - Monday to Friday 9 am to noon Ph: 250 746-6043,   

Fax: 250 746-6785 or e-mail to admin@duncanunited.org.          
Website: www.duncanunited.org. 

 
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP – 10 AM  

 
Join us for worship at 10am in the sanctuary or through zoom. 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/536213059?pwd=S1RyeHVZL3ZXVFJLdy9Q
UHBPSXVKQT09    Meeting Id 536 213 059 – Password is 239075 By 
phone at 778 907 2071 Our services are approximately one hour in 
length. Coffee and tea will be served in Heritage Hall following the 
service.  We warmly welcome all to our church and are glad you chose 
to join us. If you would like to receive more information about our 
church and our programs, please fill out the slip in the pew and place it 
in the offering plate or you may call the office at 250-746-6043.  
Our Services can all be viewed later on our YOUTUBE site: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCarIwkTa31rKTkCKd1-N5Lg 
 
Reminder: For the comfort of all our church is a scent free zone. 
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A NOTE FROM GREG-Phobia 

A phobia is defined as an irrational and intense fear of a specific object 
or situation”.  
May 17th this year has been proclaimed “International Day Against 
Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia.” This, Sunday May 21st at 
DUC we are marking the anniversary of becoming an Affirming 
Congregation. We are committed as a congregation to being a 
welcoming place for all within the boundaries of mutually respectful 
behaviour.  
A term that has become rather universal which I think is a misnomer is 
“hate crime”.  My thought is that the word “hate” gives the behaviour 
a level of rationality and intention that it doesn’t deserve. The proper 
terminology from my point of view is “fear crime”. It is irrational and 
impulsive and most likely pathological. Of course, it makes it easier to 
call it “hate” so that we can become irrational, impulsive, and 
pathological in our response.  
It seems to be in our most elemental survival-oriented self to be afraid 
of what we don’t recognize or understand. We are reduced to fight, 
flight or freeze whenever fear looms in our perception. However, as 
we allow ourselves to become familiar with the new and unknown 
from a safe distance we may begin to identify more readily with the 
apparent stranger.  
Growing up in my day, any appearance of weakness or “effeminate” 
behaviour in a boy was treated with disdain, contempt and ridicule. 
Even my own mother used terms like “sissy”, “panty waist” and 
“pansy” when my behaviour didn’t meet her expectations. Naturally 
when I saw people who were what I thought of as “hopelessly and 
helplessly gay”, I was afraid that it might affect me in some way. I 
certainly wouldn’t identify myself with them or want to befriend them.  
However, over time and with growing self-awareness I came to realize 
that people are more alike that different. We are not as gender 
orientation compartmentalized as I was led to believe. As I become 
more accepting of the spectrum of diversity within myself, I become 
more accepting of the diversity in others. I am not afraid of catching 
anything or becoming mis-identified.  
What is most important to me now is that I am a unique manifestation 
of the Great Oneness. And I have that in common with all humanity.  
 



 

PASTORAL CARE NEWS 
 

OUR PRAYERS 

We remember in our prayers this week: 

 Ann Gordon, Gail Carson 

 All those in care facilities and those facing ongoing challenges. 

 The congregation of St. Margaret’s Church in Forfar, Scotland 
 The congregations of Richmond Westshore Church Plant 

To contact the confidential telephone prayer chain, email 
admin@duncanunited.org or call Audrey Towle at 250-745-6616   
Pastoral care calls may be directed to the office or for emergencies 
please contact Greg at 250-588-7731. 
Please inform the office if you know of a person or family you know 
in our church who needs support.  

 

Joys and Concerns 

Happy Birthday this week to Greg Darjes, Connie Masson  
and Mary Kae Smith!  

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Doreen Green who 
passed away on May 17th. Doreen was a long time member of our 

church family and will be greatly missed.  

 
Thank you to Edward and Joyce for taking care of our gardens. There 

is a nice new herb garden plus loads of weeding has 
been done! We would ask that you please leave the 
pruning to Edward as he has a plan to beautify our 
church grounds.  

 

BROADVIEW MAGAZINE 

 

Our yearly renewal is now due for Broadview Magazine. If you would 
like to continue to receive the Broadview then please make a payment 
of $25.00 before June 5th. Payments may be made through your 
donation envelopes with marking it Broadview or through the office 
and e-transfer. If you would like to subscribe to the Broadview 
magazine please let Linda know in the office. Deadline is June 5th.  
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WELCOME BACK SUNDAY AND MEMBERSHIP 

 

Sunday June 4th we will be welcoming new members into our church 
family. If you have not formally joined us and would like to please, 
meet with Greg this Sunday, the 21st after church in the Friendship 
room following the service. If unable to be there please contact the 
office so we can arrange a time to meet.  
 

FROM THE OFFICE 

 

Our next Shalom Newsletter will be coming out in June so please send 
in your articles or pictures of events or something to give us a good 
laugh. Even some recommendations – books to read, parks to visit, 
places to eat. Summer will soon be here and it’s always great to have 
something to read to think about or look back on. Deadline for items is 
June 12th.  
 

Donations to our church can be made through weekly envelope 
offerings on Sunday mornings in the offering plate on the table at the 
entrance, direct monthly payments through PAR or you can contribute 
through e-transfer to admin@duncanunited.org  or through our 
website donate button at www.duncanunited.org.  If you would like to 
sign up for envelopes or PAR please contact Linda in the office. Thank 
you for helping us continue to do all that we do as a church family. 
If you are interested in receiving the Dove and Shalom newsletters via 
email, please call or email Linda in the office. It’s a great way to stay in 
touch plus you get the Dove on Friday mornings ahead of Sunday.  
Office:250-746-6043   admin@duncanunited.org 
 

GATHERINGS/EVENTS  
 

Today we are celebrating our second Anniversary 
of being an Affirming Ministry!  On May 16, 2021 
Duncan United officially became an Affirming 
congregation and to celebrate this occasion, cake 
will be served in Heritage Hall after the service. 
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This Sunday is our monthly Community dinner at 5:00 
pm. We help setting up tables after coffee. Also servers at 
4:45p.m. We invite you to come at 5:00 to help our guests 

feel welcome in our church.  
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE. The next step in our recent Governance 
Project is to re-establish some committees that have been inactive for 
a few years, beginning with the Worship Committee. 
The purpose of this group will be to support the staff and volunteers 
who all work so hard to provide a meaningful service every Sunday. 
This includes ushering, communion, music, candles, liturgical colours, 
decoration for special services, and more. 
If you have an interest in this area or ideas that this committee should 
consider, please plan to attend a short meeting following the service 
on Sunday, May 28.   
 

YOGA – Yoga will be taking a break for the summer. Last Friday class is 
May 26th and last Monday class is May 29th. Make sure to keep 
stretching throughout the summer and we shall see you in the fall!  
 

THRIFT STORE – is open on Friday mornings from 9:30am til 1:30 pm 
Stop in and check out the clothing and kitchen items. Lots to browse.  
 

THIRD PLACE CAFÉ -Open Fridays from 10 am – 11am.  Come on down 
and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea along with some home baked goodies. 
A great place to meet people and share in conversation. 
 

WIDER CHURCH COMMUNITY 

 

       LECTIONARY READINGS for Next Sunday, May 28th  

Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30                        Psalm 104:24-34, 35b   

1Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21    John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 
 
 

LINKS FOR DUC AND UCC 

SPECIAL LINKS FOR DUNCAN UNITED 
Join our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Duncan-United-
Church/1436427283263566 

Check out our website for lots of great information! 
www.duncanunited.org 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47#hebrew_oth_reading
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47#gospel_oth_reading
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Duncan-United-Church/1436427283263566
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SUNDAY –       Worship   10 am               Sanctuary 
  Community Dinner 5pm   Heritage hall 
MONDAY  -       OFFICE CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY WEEKEND 
TUESDAY   MMO    9:30 AM  Heritage Hall 
WEDNESDAY –  Quiet Connection   8:30 am  Sanctuary 
          (Meditation) 
THURSDAY –      Bible Study   10 am   Sanctuary 
FRIDAY -        Thrift Store     9:30am – 1:30 pm Thrift Store    

Third Place Café 10 -11   Burns Hall 
   Chair Yoga  10am   Heritage 
   Mat Yoga   11am   Heritage 
SATURDAY  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PACIFIC MOUNTAIN REGION – The Pacific Mountain Regional Council 
(PMRC) is both a geographical region covering BC and Yukon, and a 
council of membership within.  
https://pacificmountain.ca/news-events/news/ 
 

 

AFFIRM UNITED – Affirm United/ S’affirmer Ensemble works 
for the full inclusion of people of all gender identities  and 
sexual orientations in the United Church of Canada and in 
society 

Website https://affirmunited.ause.ca/category/news-events/ 
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/affirmunited \ 
 
KAIROS CANADA – KAIROS unites Canadian churches and religious 
organizations in a faithful ecumenical response to the call to “do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” 
(Micah 6:8).    https://www.kairoscanada.org/blog 
 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
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