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éto seek justice and love kindness and walk humbly with our God.  Micah 6:8 
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In thankful memoryé2018 
 

Audrey Boothroyd 

Cathy Sweeny-Trickey 

Lou Saunders 

Lora Mellemstrand 

Ethel Backlund 

Neil Maclean 

Muriel Mayner 

Mary Quigley 

Steve Crothers 

John Rozwadowski 

David Adams 

Agatha Olfert 

 
God of mystery and compassion, we remember with thanksgiving those who have 
touched us and enriched our lives, those whom we love but see no longer.  May they 
feel the deep peace of your presence and may your light and warmth continue to 
shine on them as their journey continues.  In Jesusõ name, we pray. Amen. 
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aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлм8 
 

Dear Friends, 
This has been a year of celebration and passages. While many new 
friends have joined us, some have left. Moving away, finding other 
ways to celebrate faith, passing out of life and into the next 
incarnation with Christ. Folk on our board and trustees who served 
our community faithfully for many years are moving into other roles, while members of our 
staff have also moved on, making way for new faces, energies and wisdom in our councils.  
 

We have joined in worship, finding new ways to sing praises, offer prayer and recognize the 
/ǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ together in many forums, in small groups 
and large. Continuing along paths of reconciliation with Indigenous neighbours, we strive to 
keep doors open and tables filled with new friends and folk in need of warm hearts, full bellies, 
ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀŎŎeptanŎŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ǉart of the effort to protect and shelter homeless 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜlter, while striving to ensure 
that safe, supported and affordable homes are available for all people.  
 

We continue to offer space for community conversations about the environment that sustains 
us and our place as the protectors and nurturers of all life God calls us to be. We have also 
hosted and supported gatherings about the high rates of child apprehension in our area, and 
justice and peace in Palestine and Israel.  
 

On the latter topic, I was gifted with the opportunity to visit Palestine and Israel in November, 
where I saw many of the locations described in our scriptures, while visiting with and learning 
from people who struggle to find peace in a colonized land torn by distrust, oppression and 
abuse. I heard testimonies of deep faith, where faith can be defined as trusting in grace despite 
all evidence to the contrary. The insights I gained in their company convinced me we have a 
great deal in common, that all are, indeed, connected. 
  

There is, it seems to me, one issue facing our world, our time, and our place as we walk the 
Way with Jesus. We must, somehow, recognize and live out the truth of our place in creation as 
one of the interdependent relations. As he lived and taught and died and was resurrected to 
teach and tell again, we are united in the Loving care of our Creator. In God, all are One.  
 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ƛƴ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ²ŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ language of the Prophet 
Micah: to Seek Justice, Love Kindness and Walk Humbly with our God. We hope to help bring 
about a better, fairer, considerate world for all creatures. We are reminded that a better world 
is rooted in kindness and love well expressed in our everyday activities. Aware, each and every 
day, that we walk the Way with Jesus, we keep our sights firmly fastened on and live in 
obedience to our loving and calling Creator.  
 

Thank you for all you have done along the Way. Both here at Duncan United Church, and in the 
wider world of the Cowichan Valley. Together we are helping bring about the lived reality of a 
wiser and better world.  
 

Shalom  
Keith 
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Sunday Journey & Youth Coordinator and Youth Leader 2018 
 

5ǳƴŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ Ƴƛƴƛstry includes the involvement of children, youth and 
families in worship, Sunday Journey (Sunday school) programs, intergenerational 
congregational events such as Messy Church, and Friday night youth group, as well as regional 
and provincial youth events.      
   
Worship 
 
For the past few years, we have included our children and youth in an intergenerational service 
ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ¦ǇǎǘŀƛǊǎέ ƻƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΦ  Lƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ this approach allows our 
families to worship together and ensures that children and youth have a regular opportunity to 
participate in Holy Communion with the congregation, including helping to distribute the bread 
and the wine.  Our children and youth are also involved ringing the bell before the service, 
lighting the Christ candle, collecting the offering, sharing readings, and being a part of dramas 
and skits throughout the service.  
 
We celebrated our children and youth in our Camping Sunday Service in April which Greg Darjes 
and I led with the help of the children and Youth. The June 3rd intergenerational youth-led 
service involved thank you gifts for our Sunday Journey Volunteers, and a bursary for Hannah 
Gunderson for her grade 12 graduation. On Remembrance Sunday, we celebrated our 
traditional service with Legion veterans.  Our children and youth also shared their talents with 
us in our annual Christmas pageant on White Gift Sunday during Advent.   
 
Thank you to our congregation for all your support of children, youth and families in their faith 
journey.     
 
Sunday Journey 
 
Many thanks to everyone who shares their time and energy with our children and 
youth during Sunday Journey!  Our nursery and Sundance room continue to be 
places where we could still use more volunteers to share their love with our 
youngest congregation members.  Many thanks to Taryn Brebant and Amy Hamilton for 
teaching our youngest children aged 2-4 in the Sundance Room - telling stories with Charlie 
Church mouse, and sharing snack and playtime. 
 
Godly Play continues to be our main curriculum for our kindergarten to grade 6 students, and 
we will celebrate 12 years of Godly Play at Duncan United next year.  Erin Arrowsmith, Brenda 
Walker, Ruth Davies and I have been the primary storytellers which has been so wonderful.  It 
has been wonderful to rotate between our great team of Godly Play doorkeepers: Susan 
Younie, Ruth Davis, Pat Hale, Shaun Pattenden, and Emilie Klima.  It is now rare to have a 
Sunday when there is only one teacher in the Godly Play classroom, which is a great 
improvement both for classroom management and duty of care for our children.  
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Jim Walker and I have alternated teaching our Grade 7-12 Breakfast on the Sun class one 
Sunday each month through the year. We have amazing conversations with our youth 
discussing the weekly bible story and how we can apply it to our own lives. It is wonderful to 
have congregation members who take the time to talk to our youth and share their faith 
journeys with them.  
 
I am always looking for gentle and caring adults to be downstairs each Sunday to help in our 
Sunday Adventures or Godly Play classes.  You do not have to be an expert, or a teacher, to 
serve in our ministry with children!  By helping our children and youth learn the stories of our 
faith and accompanying them on their faith journey, we are helping fulfill the vows we make as 
a congregation when our children are baptized. 
 
L ŀƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘΩǎ Memorial and Visioning Fund for supporting myself and our 
Youth so that they were able to attend the Pacific Mountain RegionΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ¸ƻǳǘƘ Conference 
ά9ǾƻƭǾŜέ at the Stillwood Conference Centre on Cultus Lake.  
 
Messy Church 
 
In 2018, we celebrated our 7th year anniversary of having Messy Church a part of 
our ministry here at Duncan United Church!  Due to the interest and commitment 
of several volunteers, we were able to try 2 sesǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ άMessy Church ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪέ pilot at 
Centennial Park in July and August, where we explored the stories of ΨbƻŀƘΩǎ !ǊƪΩ ŀƴŘ ΨWƻƴŀƘ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŀƭŜΩ through crafts, singing, worship and snacks.  The year of 2018 included 6 Messy 
Church events for the 2017-18 school year.  The values of Messy Church are: Christ-centred, all 
ages, creativity, hospitality and celebration.   
 
In October, we explored the theme ά{ŜƭŦ-CareΣέ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ aŜέΣ 
and at the beginning of December, we hosted ouǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ά!ŘǾŜƴǘ 9ǾŜέ aŜǎǎȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
advent crafts, decorating the church for the season, and hearing the Godly Play story of the 
Holy Family.  Each Messy Church event starts with crafts, moves into child-centred worship and 
singing, and ends with a potluck dinner. There are some lovely relationships developing 
between our toddlers and our youth, as well as between older congregational members and 
our children.  A special thanks to Amy Hamilton for organizing the crafts and supplies and to 
Velma Bercier for her work in the kitchen ensuring our potluck items are organized, warm and 
ready to eat.  All are welcome at Messy Church ς babies, children, youth, parents, grandparents 
and anyone who is young at heart! 
 
Youth Group  
 
The year 2018 was a great year for the Youth Group of Duncan United Church, we 
have welcomed new additions to our group and said goodbye to some old faces 
including saying farewell to our Youth Group Assistant Hannah Gunderson and 
welcoming our new Assistant, Casey Jones. This past year has included many 
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adventures for our group, for example in November we had 8 Youth (including 2 from Sylvan 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘύ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ./ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ 9ǾƻƭǾŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ Conference which helped us connect as a group even 
more.  
We started off 2018 in January by having a soup-making session with the exchange students from 
Indonesia with whom we participated in a community celebration with and serving the 
congregation at tƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ wƻōōƛŜ .ǳǊƴǎ bƛƎƘǘ 5ƛƴƴŜǊΦ Lƴ February we had a night of 
classic youth group games, a very successful Youth Group Garage Sale that raised over $1,200, and 
helping to serve ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ {ƘǊƻǾŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ tŀƴŎŀƪŜ {ǳǇǇŜǊ. The month of March saw 
us ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ άaƛƴǳǘŜ ǘƻ ²ƛƴ ƛǘ DŀƳŜǎέΣ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ {paghetti Dinner Fundraiser, and enjoying 
some down time during Spring Break. We then returned in April where we had a great time 
Skating at the Fuller lake Arena and Bowling at Duncan Lanes. The month of May included 
activities such as a Mall Photo Scavenger Hunt. We then ended the school year with a BBQ at 
Bright Angel Park with lots of food, fun and games.  
 
We then returned back in September with some team-building games which helped us get to 
know ourselves and each other better. We continued on through the month with an amazing time 
sƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ΨIŀǊǾŜǎǘ CŀƛǊΩ. After we had 
Thanksgiving with our families, we had a great trip to the Raptor Centre, a Pancake Dinner 
Fundraiser, and a Pumpkin-themed Halloween Party. November included a cookie-baking bonanza 
for the Sunday Service Coffee hour, and we took our big trip to Vancouver for ./ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ 
annual Youth Retreat, along with 8 Youth who thoroughly enjoyed themselves. After the 
Conference, the Youth Group then went bowling, make care packages for the homeless people of 
our community, and then proceeded to enjoy the Christmas festivities at the BC Forest Discovery 
Centre.  
In conclusion, 2018 was a great year for the DUC Youth Group, we have had many new additions 
to our Senior Youth Group which seems to be the larger of the two groups, but both groups 
appreciate time spent together and a part. The introduction and inclusion of spirituality in Youth 
Group has become normal and comfortable for the youth, through the use of gratitude prayers, 
check-ins, and the lighting of the Christ Candle at the beginning and closing of each gathering. As 
always, we were very much supported by the congregation in terms of finances and 
encouragement, which is always very much appreciated.  
 
 
Thank You,  
Blessings in Christ, 
Sarah Prestwich 
Children and Youth Coordinator 
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 Parish Nurse 2018 
 
 

In early 2018, I made the difficult decision that it would be my last year as Parish Nurse at 
Duncan United Church. Since the previous summer I had tried to incorporate the role of 
coordinating Pastoral Care into my work accompanying members of the congregation in good 
times and challenges. It turned out to be a challenge for me as I struggled to balance my 
commitments to the church with my work in Home and Community Care. At the same time, I 
had an inner nudge that my life was calling me in new directions.  The Ministry and Personnel 
Committee took very seriously my suggestion that Pastoral Care required a staff person who 
could devote more time to it and created a new, fuller position for a Health and Spiritual Care 
Coordinator. My official end date was on October мнΣ нлмуΣ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ LΩŘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ 
the Parish Nurse Pilot Project contract in October 2008. 
In my documentation, I kept a very rough tally of the kinds of visits I made and the numbers of 
individuals dealing with these issues: 
 

Life Stories ς 92   Dementia Support ς 28  
Palliative Support ς 36  Cardiac Issues ς 12   
Fractures and joint replacements ς 20 
Other hospital issues ς 11  Cancer support ς 15 
Prayer Shawls ς 38   Bereavement ς 41 
Moving/Transitions ς 24  Chronic Illness ς 24 
Memorial Services ς 2   Referrals - ??? 
 

Over the ten years, I averaged 150 visits a year. But the numbers tell only a small part of the 
story. Many Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ άƛǎǎǳŜέ ōǳǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ LΩƳ ǎƻ 
grateful for all that I received in relationship with the congregation of Duncan United Church. 
Words cannot express how I grew as a nurse and as a person of faith by the privilege of sharing 
in your lives. Thank you. 
 

LΩƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ άƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ 
improved ƳŜέΣ {ǳǎŀƴ, and continuing to deepen in 
friendships and journeys of faith. God bless each one of you 
with good health, peace and joy. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Cathy Coulter, RN, BScN, 
Parish Nurse  
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Health and Spiritual Wellness 
 
This Hello and summary to you at this Annual Congregational Meeting time marks five months 
in the newly created position of Health and Spiritual Wellness Coordinator. I appreciate the 
opportunity to share this life journey with you and have learned extensively from you also. 
 

I have visited many members, many in smaller communities or the rural areas around Duncan, 
or assisted people with transitions, as they worked through challenges. Many more visits to 
come and support with linking to services or resources. As a Church, however we are called on 
to serve, I am deeply touched by the merit and steadiness of our Mission, from Micah 6:8 - 
walking humbly with our God in loving kindness. Finding a song of faith on this journey. 
Assisting one another. 
 

The ways in which we have also gathered and grown through connection has been nourishing, 
with teas and support discussion groups; sharing resources on grieving, tips for care givers, 
information and resources available for Cowichan Seniors. Consultation groups are now 
beginning to look at draft policy and orientation for Volunteers and other deeper support group 
needs.  
 
With our Prayer Shawl ministry, we were able to wrap 7 people in prayer and GodΩs love this 
past year. We are thankful to all of who pray while creating these beautiful shawls.  
 

My quiet deep gratitude to each of you who have helped me to settle and find my way with 
subtlety and dignity.  
 
 

Blessings of mirth and Faith, 
Susan Murray, Health and Spiritual Wellness Coordinator  
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Administration 2018 
 
As hard as it is to believe the office has gotten even busier this past year with so many folks 
coming and going to all the events as well as those looking for help. Hall bookings are still 
keeping us busy and certainly help with the budget. Sadly, we lost our Scouts group this year 
but we did gain a Guiding group. We now also had two new groups ask for space to meet so we 
are now sponsoring three A.A. groups and three Alanon groups. They all love being able to use 
our rooms. We had cupboards built in Burns Hall to give the user groups, including our yoga and 
quilting groups, a locked space for their items. 
We have had an increase of people from the community coming to us for help with food, rent 
and other things of necessity. Our hallway phone is so helpful for them. On the downside this 
year we have had a few thefts from our building during the day and so we are being much more 
cautious on who is in our hallways and doing our best to keep things locked up. As we know, 
most are good people who respect our church, so we continue to be a place where all are 
welcome.  
I am very thankful to Laurel Walton, Carie Saville and Billie Vanderlinde who filled in for me this 
past fall when my one week holiday turned into three weeks. It was great knowing that the 
office was in very capable hands.  The volunteers that come weekly to help with office duties 
are such a blessing and IΩm not sure what I would do without them. 
I have to confess that the highlight of the year was leasing a new coloured photocopier. It prints 
beautifully and seems to do this without jamming or causing too many problems. Being able to 
cheaply print colour copies has helped with advertising and other work that we do in the 
church.  
The office is open Monday to Friday, 9 am - noon so please feel free to stop by if you have any 
questions or to share any concerns you may have or just to say hello.  It's always good to see 
folks! Thank you all for another great year here at Duncan United! 
 

Submitted by Linda Evans, Office Administrator 
 
 

STATISTICAL INFORMATION 2018 
 

Number of Households under Pastoral Care (Member & Adherent)   215   

Number of PAR Givers       65 

Number of Envelope Givers      93 

Number of Child Baptisms Under 12 Years of Age         2 

Members Received by Certificate of Transfer        6 

Members Received by Youth and Adult Confirmation        0 

Members Received by Profession of Faith          2 

Number of Marriages          3 

Number of Funerals and Memorial Services        8 
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Unified Board Report 2018 
 

Dear members of Duncan United Church, 
 
As this is my last report as chair, I would like to review some of the events of the past four 
years. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your support of Duncan 
United Church over the past year. Though we have sometimes been challenged by our finances, 
with the help of several bequests to our operational funds we have balanced our budgets in 
three of the last four years. This is despite ending our reliance on the Visioning Fund to help 
cover operational pilot programs.  
 

We have managed to fund almost $225,000 in much needed repairs and renovations to our 
facilities. The work done on our buildings has helped to stabilize the operational costs of the 
church and reduce our reliance on expensive fuel oil. With the help of several large donors, we 
are now able to plan what we should do next to maintain our facilities rather than react to what 
needs to be repaired. 
 

Over the past two years we have seen major changes to our staff. Kathy Fielding, Pastoral Care 
Coordinator and Erin Arrowsmith, Child and Youth Coordinator, both left us in 2017. Cathy 
Coulter left us in October 2018 after many years of dedicated work. We will miss her as our 
Parish Nurse and we are happy to see her continue to worship with us. Sarah Prestwich took on 
an expanded role to replace Erin Arrowsmith in 2017. We welcomed Susan Murray as Health 
and Spiritual Wellness Coordinator in October 2018. Susan brings a great deal of energy and 
enthusiasm to her position. Our staff continue to amaze me with their dedication and 
willingness to go above and beyond in creating a wonderful environment and a second home 
for us all.  
 

Our church supports spiritual growth for us and our community. We continue to support many 
community ministries such as AA which has seen major growth. With the renovation of our 
kitchen we are now able to help with some of the nutritional support progrŀƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άaŜŀƭǎ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴŘΦέ We also support other community ministries too numerous to mention. Over 
the next year we are participating in the HALO project which will measure our social impact on 
our community. This should enable us to seek further granting opportunities from all levels of 
government in support of our Outreach programs. Over the next years we need to seek new 
ministries of welcome. We will continue the process of finding relevance in the modern world 
as well as acting as a source of social awareness in our community.  
 

So therefore let us continue to  
έSeek justice, love kindness, and ǿŀƭƪ ƘǳƳōƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘέ 
 
God bless us all, 
Jim Walker, 
Chair, Unified Board 
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Ministry and Personnel Committee 2018 
 
Ministry and Personnel Committee Members: Don Beamish (Co-Chair), Colleen Fuller (Co-
Chair), Jo Deslippe (Vice Chair), Billie Vanderlinde (Secretary), Lucy Hylkema and Jill Fergus. 
Jerry Tothill ΨretiredΩ in September after 15 year of faithful service on M & P. 
 
The responsibilities of the M & P Committee are to be available to our Pastoral Staff for 
consultation and support and overseeing the relationship of the staff to each other and to the 
congregation.  Each member of staff has individual as well as group support of the committee.  
We regularly review working conditions, job descriptions and compensation of all staff 
members.   We recognize Staff Appreciation Day in March with cards and a small gift.   And a 
member of M&P regularly attends Unified Board meetings with a prepared report and 
recommendations from the committee as they arise. 
This year we: 

¶ Updated staff police record checks where needed. 

¶ Updated and modified job descriptions for the Children and Youth Coordinator 

and Outreach Coordinator 

¶ Accepted, with gratitude for 10 years of service, the resignation of Cathy Coulter 

from the Parish Nurse position. 

¶ Created a new position and job description, for a Health and Spiritual Wellness 

Coordinator, combining the former Pastoral Care and Parish Nurse positions.  

We were pleased to hire Susan Murray for this position.  Many thanks to all 

involved in the hiring process 

¶ Conducted annual performance appraisals for all staff. 

¶ Updated the M&P files and created a Policy Binder for current documents and 

resources 

¶ Attended an M&P workshop in Victoria in June. 

Projects to pursue in the New Year:   
 

¶ Work with staff and book keeper to create an orientation package for new hires re: 
paperwork required, how to submit hours (banking overtime), building guidelines 
regarding when to lock outside doors, etc. 
 

¶ Compile a list of questions to be put into M&P resource file to refer to for probation 
interviews, exit interviews, etc. 

  
     
Respectfully submitted,    Billie Vanderlinde, secretary M&P 
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Celebrate Worship 2018 

  
   Lƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎt (commandment) in 
iƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎΣ ά[ƛǎǘŜƴ Lǎrael: The Lord your God is one;so love the Lord 
God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence and energy. And 
here is the secƻƴŘΤ [ƻǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ there is no 
other commandment that ranks with theseΦέ aŀǊƪ мнΥ ну ς 34. 

 
It has been a year of intriguing worship services following Rev. Dr. Marcia McFee's exploration 
of Creation Spirituality ς a theology that ŀŦŦƛǊƳǎ DƻŘϥǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άǎǳǇǊŜƳŜƭȅ 
ƎƻƻŘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ called to be that goodness in and for the world. The Lenten Series 
ά[ƛǎǘŜƴέ  was also followed. 
 
Worship continues to benefit from the involvement of dozens of people, without whom we 
would be unable to come together in praise and reflection on Sunday mornings. The welcoming 
cups of tea or coffee offered in the front entrance before Sunday service, the coffee time in 
Heritage Hall, the warm hospitality of Duncan United is ever present. 
 
We are blessed with a rich leadership in ministry, thank you, Keith. We are now being rewarded 
with Keith's trip and experience to Palestine and Nazareth in November. Our many thanks to 
Rev. Duncan Barwise for his leadership of worship services during his absence. 
Music continues to be a rich feature of our Sunday morning worship. Our music leaders engage 
members of the congregation in a time of informal singing before our formal worship service. 
Thank you to the choir for anthems sang with warms words full of Christian messages. 
The ministry of Hospitality at Duncan United is a reward from their warmth. Leadership at 
Sunday Hymn Sings that are offered at four care homes in our community with services of 
worship and singing with the residents, who are encouraged to attend, to receive love and 
support for their own spirituality. 
 
We share in the Sacrament of Communion once a month, our worship leader weaves prayer 
and lectionary readings with focus on themes aligned with the liturgical seasons, our gifts are 
gathered, children and their leaders teach, scripture is read and music blesses us in a prayerful 
practice as we come forward to embody prayer in candles lit while others reflect on all 
that is given, all that is needed and all that is offered. 
 
Worship is a communal practice involving the participation of every person in attendance. 
Worship even happens outside of Sunday service, Taize worship, worship at study, worship at 
gatherings, worship at meals, worship in song and prayer, in many forms and many voices. 
We are the body of Christ celebrating our commitment to our Creator and the call to love using 
our efforts to hear the voice of God calling 
us into relationship and response. 
 
Submitted by Keith Simmonds, Minister and Audrey Towle, chairperson.  
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Faith Formation   2018 
 

Being the minister and, therefore, the person nominally charged with 

responsibility for the Spiritual Growth of the congregation, I must admit to a 

certain amount of despair as each yearΩs Lenten and Advent offerings are 

attended by a faithful few. As a percentage of the congregation, not many 

seem ready, willing, or able to make the time available to attend the sessions. 

It does not seem to matter whether they are obtained from certified, professional sources or 

are made up by me with the help of on-line or other resources. While the conversation is lively, 

enervating and informing, I have not been able to inspire many to attend. Thanks be for weekly 

bible study, attended by just enough, aƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ LΩŘ ōŜ 

lost.  

Thinking of that led me to consider what to write in this report. Sarah Prestwich is doing a fine 

job with children and youth. Ably assisted by a variety of leaders she coordinates programs that 

are thoughtful, informative and sensitive to the ages and learning styles present. Susan Murray, 

our Spiritual and Pastoral Care Coordinator has found talents and topics available to and within 

the congregation that are inspiring many to participate and share. Linda Evans and others 

continue studies and conversations at Circle of Friends, while members of the United Church 

Women meet monthly for reflection and study. The AOTS is focussing more on study and all 

people, in every group, are engaged in the life and heartbeat of this church in many ways.  

From time to time we are gifted with guest speakers, meditation groups, film and discussion 

nights, choral presentations, folk nights and community conversations. Places where justice and 

living faithfully to DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ form part of the conversation. We gather at coffee on Friday 

mornings to take in one-ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ Ǌeflect on the intersections between life and 

community as friends meet around the tables.  

Each week 6 different groups of people come together in faith to support one another as they 

walk with the vagaries of addiction, while others express their love for and learn from one 

another in Alzheimer, PaǊƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜ-DƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ wƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

that dances and sings their new-found strength as survivors of abuse, and a theatre group that 

teaches kids to have faith in the gifts and talents God gave them to ǎƘŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ aƻƳΩǎ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ 

Out group brings kids, grannies and moms together every Tuesday morning, to share insights, 

offer love and keep the faith that must sustain all parents. On top of that three yoga groups 

stretch body and soul in faithful practice, wƘƛƭŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ōuilds balance and community.  

Various committees meet regularly to keep us functioning, with great faith that there will be 

enough to meet budget, and in faith that those who come seeking food and comfort will find 

enough to be fed and nurtured. Connie and the members of our choir sing faithful attendance 

on GƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ. At every table, in every room, God is present, welcomed and 

beloved.  
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L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƻǳǊ !ŦŦƛǊƳ DǊƻǳǇ. Coming together to consider our call to welcome 

all, to actively seek out those counted by others as lost. To ground our everyday living in 

faithful, meaningful, recognizable responses to the call to love. 

No wonder so few attend the Lenten and Advent Studies. There is already so much going on. So 
many being formed and forming us, in Faith. 

Blessings be and gratitude to all. 
Submitted by Keith Simmonds, Minister 
 
 

Duncan United Church Choir 2018 
 

Music continues as an integral part of worship here at Duncan United. We 
have a core group of instrumentalists who enhance our singing both before 
and during the service. Thanks to Joanna Hibberd, Michelle Creedy, and Mike 
Simkins for all their time and talent. And of course, we are always happy when 
Garth Williams brings his beautiful violin playing to our service. 

 

Mike chooses songs every Sunday which relate to the theme for the day, as well as looks after 
our sound. You will find him there early setting up, and late cleaning up.  He has great 
organizational skills and helps keep the Music Director on track. He is one of the people who 
are in the background a lot of the time, but do so much to make sure things go smoothly. 
 

Our choir continues to meet weekly, predominately as a Women's choir.  
Average attendance is about 13, and there are about 16 members total. We are usually 
accompanied by the sensitive playing of Ruth Williams , we are so lucky to have an accompanist 
of this calibre.  As their director, I am grateful and impressed at the way they show up rain or 
shine, week after week, with smiles on their faces ready to try whatever I bring to them. We 
were able to include some men for our Christmas music, and we prepared a special Cantata, 
Sing Noel, for our traditional advent service. Richard Olfert from Manitoba joined us for the 
month of December, and one service also included his organ playing as well as his voice, as the 
two of us shared two Christmas duets. 
 

We have also had some lovely solos throughout the year, but probably the most touching was 
the one Mary and Mary Lou White sang at the baptism of Mary's great-great grandson. I am 
sure it is rare for a baby to have his great-great-grandmother sing at their baptism. 
 

The news from the people who maintain our piano and organ is that we can expect the 
sanctuary piano and organ to need some major upgrades in the next few years. We would like 
to be prepared when those repairs are needed, so we have established two funds. The Piano 
Fund is supported in part by the sanctuary concert users and the Carter Family initiated an 
Organ Fund which will be augmented by donation.  
 

Thank you to the congregation for all their support, and as Director of Music, I thank all of you 
who take the time to tell me how our music touches you. May it continue to do so. 
 

Submitted by Connie Masson, Music Director 
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Social Justice and Outreach Team (SJOT) 2018 

Micah 6:8 "What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your GƻŘΦέ 

 

It was somewhat a quieter year with Social Justice this year without the Barakat family from 
Syria here but we managed to keep busy with feeding folks and helping with other community 
programs. I was able to visit the Barakats in June and see that they are happily settled in 
Calgary. We continue to journey with them from afar.  
 

We fed folks: 
Our Community Dinners continue to be a huge outreach in the community with anywhere from 
65 to 130 dinners being served. Our faithful team continues to grow and help with the dinners 
from vegetable prep in the morning to serving and clean up in the evenings. This year we were 
asked in July to switch from the second Sunday of the month to the third which we did. Our 
numbers dropped for a few months but they are now back up to around 80 people attending.   
Our Friday Third Place Cafe saw an increase in numbers with more folks coming in to enjoy the 
welcoming environment.  The goodies and veggies are welcomed by many people along with 
the great conversations that happen at the tables. Daisy Anderson does a wonderful job of 
organizing the many volunteers that bake the goodies and serve our guests.  /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ 5ŀƛǎȅΩǎ 
report on page 16. 
Meals on the Ground ran 3 times a week for 11 months with Reta and Otto Lachman serving up 
a delicious meal once a month for Duncan United. We usually have enough leftovers from the 
Community dinner for Reta to create something new for the Meals on the Ground people. This 
program engages so many different groups and people in our community and is so needed here 
in our valley.  We are thankful to everyone who donates to our Meals on the Ground Change 
for Change fund and to Elizabeth Symon who makes hundreds of cards each year, donating the 
proceeds to help cover the costs of this program.  
Chili is still made twice a year by the Circle of Friends to be given out during the week to those 
who are in need of a meal to take home and heat up.  
 

We raised funds and awareness: 
This year our Micah's Meal held in February raised $320.00 with $200.00 going to Nourish 
Cowichan to help with school breakfasts and 120.00 going to the Canadian Food Grains Bank to 
feed those who are hungry in the wider world.  
In June, with help from Velma we had a hot dog lunch after church and raised over $300.00 for 
our Community Dinner fund. Thank you to Velma and all who came and enjoy the hot lunch! 
In the spring we took part in the Rotary Club's Spelling Bee (which was held here this year) to 
raise awareness and funds towards the Dolly Parton reading program. We had a great team and 
it was a lot of fun and we are thankful to Leighton Mellemstrand for his donation of our entry 
fee.  
We continued with the Social Justice Film nights in the new year. We are thankful to Tracy 
Parow for continuing with this program and finding great movies and speakers to bring 
awareness of critical events to our community. This spring we showed the films: Crazywise and 
Look and See, A Portrait of Wendell Berry.  
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Our Harvest Fair was a huge success and we are thankful to Jim Walker to stepping in to 
oversee things on the day of the fair.  Together we raised over $7,700.00 for our churches 
operating expenses. It takes the work of a lot of people, but it all comes together and gives us a 
great sense of community.  
 
And so many other ways we continue to reach out: 
We are continuing to do the intake for Cowichan Housing Association Rent and Hydro 
subsidies. There are always more applicants that funds available, but we help with as many as 
we can.  
We also started our own Poverty Reduction Fund this year with the help of a huge donation 
from the 100 Warmland WomŜƴΩǎ group.  With the nomination from Cathy Coulter these 
women chose our church to receive $7,600.00 to help people stay housed and warm. This fund 
helped ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩt fit the criteria of the Cowichan Housing AssociatiƻƴΩǎ IȅŘǊƻ ŀƴŘ 
Rent subsidies. We also hosted a concert with the United Way in the spring and raised another 
$1,000.00 for the fund and in the fall a team of five folks joined the Lake to Lake Walk and 
raised over 5,000.00 for the fund. In 2018 we helped 35 people including families stay warmed 
or housed!! 
Yoga classes are now taught FOUR times a week by Jo Deslippe and are very popular! They are 
a great outreach to help people stay healthy. We thank Jo for sharing her gifts with us and 
those in the community who come to classes. Profit made from the classes is donated towards 
our Community Dinner fund.  
Our Christmas Hampers, were a huge success, helped over 15 families and many individuals 
with gifts for all and food cards. We also we able to give six bikes to youngsters with thanks to 
Paul Miller and Will from Experience Cycling for donating the bikes.  
We cooked 17 turkeys for the Basket Society's Christmas dinner and our carving team did an 
amazing job.  Each year our congregation donates $2400.00 to the Basket Society plus the food 
and cash donations accepted at Thanksgiving Sunday and White Gift Sunday 
We are thankful that Catherine Marquis stepped in to fil PatrickΩǎ shoes, taking over doing 
Income Tax for low income people. Catherine did over a 100 pŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǘŀȄŜǎΦ Lǘ ǎǳŎh a wonderful 
offering of services and helps people receive the benefits that they are entitled to.  
 

Our Social Justice Team and Community dinner team met over the summer for a wonderful 
evening of fun with great pizza cooked on the AǇǇƭŜōȅΩǎ ǿƻƻŘ ǇƛȊȊŀ ǎtove. There are so many 
people who work hard to do the outreach that our church does. It takes us all and I am so 
thankful to everyone for their continued work.  Special thanks to Karolyn Sherman, the Chair of 
SJOT for always being there working at every event, to Colleen Fuller who helps with so many of 
our programs plus being a great connection with her role at our local Food bank and to Judy 
Appleby for being our representative on the Unified Board.   
 

Our congregation is made up of so many amazing people who really know how to "walk the 
talk" which is shown by all that we do here at Duncan United. I feel very blessed to be able to 
work here at Duncan United and to be part of this church family and this amazing outreach 
team. Thank you! Thank you! 

 

Submitted by Linda Evans, Outreach Coordinator 
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Third Place Café 2018  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

άThe meaning of life is to find your gift. The purpose of life is to give it away.έ  
William Shakespeare 

 

Third Place Café is Duncan United ChurchΩǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƳƻǊning coffee hour. Over the year, 2018, 
thirty or so church members participated by preparing the refreshments and serving our guests, 
setting up and taking down the tables and chairs, and by donating fresh fruit/vegetable 
/cookie/muffin snacks and gift cards. Each week for forty-two weeks, thirty plus guests 
attended the café making a total of 1,260 guests a year. [The café was closed in July and August 
and on two statuary holidays.] 

The Friday morning camaraderie is catching. Hosts busily prepare refreshments, early-bird 
guests chat away and before long the café hums as more guests join in fellowship.  

Thank you, to all whose spirit of dedication, warmth and big smiles make Third Place Café what 
it is, a community where people feel valued, rejuvenate and leave refreshed.  

God bless us everyone.  

 
Submitted by Daisy Anderson 

 

 

 

 
 

Mission And Service Committee 2018 
 

Chairman: Leighton Mellemstrand      
Treasurer: Linda Evans 
   
 
The Art Mann Legacy Skills and Service auction raised $2,600 to go towards our yearly donation 
of $24,000.00! Thank you to the Harmony Branch for providing the desserts and refreshments 
for this event.  
Our Skills & service auction for 2019 will be held on April 26!   
 
Submitted by L. Evans 

 
 
 

 

http://ctt.ec/a13Uy
http://ctt.ec/a13Uy
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LIBRARY  2018 
 

     On Sunday after the church service the library cart in Heritage Hall displays books of current 
interest.  During the week these books are located ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά{Ŝŀǎƻƴŀƭ κ CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ .ƻƻƪǎέ ǎƘŜƭŦ in 
the library. 

      Y I wish to thank my 2018 volunteers who help with the Library: Val Townsend, Bev 
Greathead, Emily Klima, and Audrey Towle, and to our readers who make it all worthwhile.  

Thank you to all those involved with the fall book sale which made $857.60.  Much appreciation 
to Jim Walker for taking care of the excess books.  
 

Thanks to donations, the comfy lounge chair in the library now has a knitted blanket and a 
fleecy one to wrap around you, as you quietly sit to meditate or if you just need to rest a bit.   
Y 

    A reminder that the books in the church library are grouped according to topic, and are 
ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀƭǇƘŀōŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳe.  If you are looking for a particular author, his/her books 
may be in one of several sections.  Check the catalogue binder (standing behind the return 
basket) either under Author (blue highlighted pages) or Title (yellow highlighted pages), to find 
in which Section to look. All books are listed in the catalogue in these three different ways.  
 

    The volunteer librarian is usually present on Thursday mornings and on Sunday before and 
after the church service.  At other times staff will help you find a book.  

 
Pat Lamont,  Volunteer Librarian 

 
 

 
     

{ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ 9ȄŜǊŎƛse Class 2018 
 

Members 11    Instructor ς Maureen Gallacher 
 
In 2002 I was asked to teach a Senior's chair exercise class at DUC sixteen-

seventeen year later we are still here! This class is free and takes place each Wednesday 10:30 
ς 11:30am in Burns Hall. Included a short pause for tea/coffee and chats. These safe exercises 
use the whole body- with gentle physiotherapy, balance-work, movement to music etc. Large 
and small balls hoops, bean bags and movement to professional music tapes enhance the class. 
Posture is improved as well as hand -eye coordination.   
 My grateful thanks to the άUnified .ƻŀǊŘέ for on-going support. Special thanks to Linda 
and Joy for welcoming us each Wednesday. Also thanks to Keith. To loyal classmates thanks for 
friendship and goo sportsmanship ς 3 members άretiredέ and 3 new members were welcomed.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Maureen Gallacher.  
 
Financial Report:     Yearly designated fund $80.00 
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Thrift Store Report 2018 
 

As the Thrift Store enters its 26th year of continual operation, our volunteers are 
please with its 25th yearΩs result and contributions to Duncan United Church funds 
and service to our shoppers. Donations of gently used items -clothing, household 
goods, jewelry, books, CDs etc make our contribution to general funds and services to 

the public possible. We thank you very much.  
A special thank you to our dedicated volunteers both past and present who spend many hours 
behind the scenes to keep the store running. Monday mornings we meet to sort, mend, clean, 
price the donations and stock shelves read for FridayΩs opening when they once again volunteer 
to serve our customers. As part of our Outreach, when the office is approached by someone in 
need, we are often able to assist them. 
To Linda, Joy and Keith we extend our thanks for their support and many kindnesses 
throughout the year. With your donations, volunteers donating their time and the church staffΩs 
assistance we make a great team! 
 
Financial Report: 
 Deposited to Church General Funds   $ 9,489.80 
 Deposited to Red Door Account         930.00 
 Expenses             -40.00 
 Total Sales      $10,459.80 
 
From the Red Door account we were pleased to make a donation to Cowichan Valley Hospice of 
$1,000.00 to assist them in their very worthwhile Community services. Expenses of $40.00 were 
also paid out of the Red Door account.  
 
Submitted by L. Plug 
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AOTS MENôS CLUB ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018 
 

Executive: 
PǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΧΧΧΧΧ.ƛƭƭ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ 
Vice PresidenǘΧΧΧIƻǊǎǘ Schmidt 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΦYŜǊǊȅ 5ŀǾƛǎ 
SecreǘŀǊȅΧΧΧΧΧΦ{haun Pattenden 
Number of Members: 25 
In Memoriam: 
ω Lou Saunders 
ω John Rozwadowski 
ω David Adams 
Activities: 
1. Monthly Dinner Meetings: 
ω In 2018, the AOTS met 8 times in Burns Hall for regular dinner meetings. In 
December, the group, their wives and other guests met in Burns for a special 
Christmas dinner with carol singing. Thank you to the UCW members, Velma Bercier 
and Sylvia Smith for the excellent food you prepared and served at these 
gatherings. 
ω An average of 16 members plus guest speakers attended the monthly meetings. 
ω DǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊκǇrogram highlights: 
- Eugene Lee on Borneo. 
- Kerry Davis, about his time in Saudi Arabia when he was a young man. 
- Julie Pyon of the Big Brothers and Big Sisters of the Cowichan Valley. 
- Bill Dennis shared with the group, his experiences as a Canadian 
peacekeeper in 1987 and 1988, while in Syria and Israel. 
- MƻǊƴŜΩ ±ŀƴ bƛŜƪŜǊƪΣ ōƻŀǊŘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘent of the Cowichan Intercultural Society. 
- Geoff Strong gave an excellent talk on creation from a scientific perspective. 
2. Other AOTS activities in 2018, alone and with other congregation members and youth: 
ω January: Burns Night dinner and entertainment. 
ω February: Shrove Tuesday pancakes (DUC Youth). Also in February, several 
AOTS members attended a monthly dinner meeting of the Bay-Lake-Iƛƭƭ aŜƴΩǎ 
Christian Fellowship, which was held at Sylvan United Church in Mill Bay. 
ω May: Ladies Night. 
ω June: Annual DUC congregational fun fair at Providence Farm. 
ω September: DUC Harvest Fair garage sale. 
ω October: Pancake Brunch (DUC Youth). 
ω December: Salvation Army Kettles. Also, Sunday coffee after church services. 
ω Note of thanks: Not all local churches ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ Ŧellowship like Duncan 
United is blessed with. Many thanks to our president, Bill Dennis, who was very 
active in 2018 promoting the AOTS to a few other local churches with the invitation to 
their men to come and join the fellowship ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !h¢{Φ !ƴŘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀll pleased that 
the group got three of four new members in 2018! Thank you, Bill for your hard work 
in making the AOTS a welcoming place in which men can gather. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Shaun Pattenden, Secretary, February 2019. 
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AOTS Financial Report 2018 
 
 
Receipts      Expenditures 
 
Opening Balance     $479.20 
Dues              $25.00    Donation - Youth           $46.00 
Dinner Meetings   $2274.00   Catering/Dinner Meetings          $2481.05 
Donation                     $10.00    General            $40.00 
Garage Sale                $46.00 
Catering/Fun Fair    $570.00 
Totals                      $3404.20                           $2567.05 
 
Dec. 31/2018 
Closing Balance $837.15 
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Duncan United Church Women ς 2018 
 
DUC Women consists of 3 branches ς Companions ς meets 1st Tuesday;  Harmony ς 
meets 2nd Monday and Seekers ς meets 1st Monday of the month at noon.  New 
members are always welcome. 
We joined together with the Circle of Friends group to sponsor a Women's 

Luncheon on April 23rd. Attendance was 41 chatty and hungry ladies and a good time was had 
by all. 
Four of us attenŘŜŘ ά5ŀȅ !ǇŀǊǘέ ŀǘ /ŀƳǇ tǊƛƴƎƭŜ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΣ ŀƴd participated in our skit/program 
ά²ƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ bƻƴǎŜƴǎŜέΦ 
We continue to fulfill our commitments to Sunday Coffee Hour, Fun Fair duties and 
Remembrance Day Sunday lunch catering.    
 
DUNCAN UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 2018 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 
Balance on hand -  January 1, 2018                                                                            $2332.54 
Receipts -     
Offerings -                                   $ 477.65 
Projects -                                      3306.00 
Seekers -                                         700.00 
Sub-total                                     $4483.65                                                                       4483.65 
Total -                                                                                                                          $6816.19 
 
Disbursements -                        General                        Branches 
DUC ς choir music                                                           $ 300.00 
DUC ς Community Dinner         300.00 
DUC ς local                                1200.00                         2100.00 
DUC ς Stove Fund                    1956.39                             50.00 
AOTS dinner expenses                104.00 
Coffee Time supplies                   300.00 
Pastoral Care Committee              75.00 
Providence Farm                                                                 100.00 
Bank fees -                                       66.00 
Totals -                                        $4001.39           +          $2550.00        =                    $6551.39 
Balance on hand ς December 31, 2018 -                                                                   $  264.80 
 
Balance breakdown - 
Seekers Branch -       $ 54.91 
UCW- general -          209.89 
 
Petty Cash - 
Balance on hand ς December 31, 2018            $7.18 
 
 Submitted by Joan Muller.     
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Seekers Branch of the UCW �± 2018 
 
President:  Karolyn Sherman 
Secretary:  Carol Wernsdorf 
Treasurer: Yvonne Hodgson 

 
Number of Meetings: 10 Number of Members: 19  
Average Attendance: 14 
 

During 2018 the Seekers: 
- Prepared after church refreshments for the months of February and June and for two 

Sundays during July and August 
- Prepared desserts for the Robbie Burns dinner held in January 
- Joined the other UCW Branches for a pƻǘƭǳŎƪ ά/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ²ƻƳŜƴέ ǘƻ which all women 

of the Church were invited to participate in April 
- Catered a luncheon for Catalyst Paper Pension Fund meeting in Heritage Hall in May 
- Assisted Harmony Branch with the service at Cairnsmore Place in October 

Seekers Programs in 2017: 
- February: A program entitled A New Place As Living Loved led by Irene Simkins and Keith 

Simmonds 
- March:  A program entitled A New Place As Seeing led by Irene Simkins and Keith 

Simmonds 
- April:  A program on the History of Music in the Church by Marta Swain and Cathy 

Coulter 
- May:  A program and demonstration on Healing Touch led by Klari Aitkens 
- September:  A visit to Audrey TowlesΩ home in Youbou and a program/workshop on 

Christian Symbols 
- October:  A sharing of life experiences by all Seeker members in attendance 
- November:  A program on A Woman of the Bible--Mary Magdalene, by Carol Wernsdorf. 
-  

2018 Officers:   President:  Karolyn Sherman 
   Secretary:  Carol Wernsdorf 
   Treasurer:  Yvonne Hodgson 
 

Report submitted by Secretary, Carol Wernsdorf 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


